
INSTRUCTION SHEET  
FOR RIGHT-OF-WAY APPLICATIONS 

 
 

1. Contact the Commissioner in whose precinct the right-of-way is located 
and discuss the terms and conditions of the permit. 
 

2. Fill out the application sheet. 
 

3. Read and sign the attached Agreement. 
 

4. Attach the following to the signed agreement: 
 

a. A copy of your liability insurance declarations page with minimum 
coverage of $1,000,000. 
 

b. Two (2) copies of drawings or diagrams as specified in the 
Agreement. 

 
5. Obtain a Performance Bond in the amount set forth in the attached 

Agreement and submit with this packet. 
 

6. If required, obtain a Superheavy/Oversize Permit Bond in the amount of 
$100,000 for the 1st mile and $100,000 for each additional mile if any vehicle 
used in Permittee’s operations will exceed highway or bridge weight limits 
and submit with this packet. 

 
7. This packet and all applicable attachments should be submitted to the 

office of the Colorado County Judge, 400 Spring Street, Room 107, 
Columbus, TX 78934 (Phone # 979-732-2604) and make payment for the 
following: 

 
a. A permit, inspection and document review fee of $1,000 for the Oil & 

Gas industry and $100 for all other types of right-of-way permits 
payable to Colorado County, Texas. 
 

b. A fee of $500 for each open cut of a County Road, if that procedure is 
approved by the Precinct Commissioner. 

 
 
 
 
 



COUNTY ROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY 
APPLICATION, AGREEMENT & PERMIT  

FOR COLORADO COUNTY 
 

Application 
                    
Applicant Company: _______________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Person:  _______________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  _______________________________________________________ 
 
   _______________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:   ________________________     Fax: ________________________ 
 
  
 
Location of right-of-way for proposed construction/installation/repairs in Precinct ____: 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Description of right-of-way work to be performed: ________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________  _____________________________________ 
Date      Signature of Firm Name Representative 
 
      _____________________________________ 
      Printed Name of Firm Name Representative  



Agreement 
 
In exchange for the issuance of a permit by Colorado County to perform the work described on 
the Application, Applicant agrees to comply with the following provisions: 
 

1. Applicant shall pay a permit, inspection and document review fee of $1,000 for the Oil & 
Gas industry and $100 for all other types of right-of-way permits and a fee of $500 for 
each open cut of a County Road if that procedure is approved by the Precinct 
Commissioner. 
 

2. Applicant expressly recognizes that the issuance of a permit by Colorado County does 
not grant any right, claim, title, or easement in or upon the road or its appurtenances.  
In the future, should Colorado County, for any reason, need to work, improve, relocate, 
widen, increase, add to, decrease, or in any manner change the structure of the road or 
right-of-way, the line, if affected, will be moved, or relocated at the complete expense 
of Applicant. 

 
3. Colorado County, its employees, agents or assigns will be held harmless for all claims, 

actions, or damages of every kind and description which may occur to or be suffered by 
any person or persons, corporation, or property by reason of the performance of any 
such work, character of material used or manner of installation, maintenance or 
operation or by improper occupancy of rights-of-way or public place or public structure, 
and in case any suit or action is brought against Colorado County for damages arising 
out of or by reason of any of the above causes, Applicant, its successors or assigns, will 
upon notice to him or them of commencement of such action, defend the same at his or 
their own expense, and will satisfy any judgment after said suit or action shall have 
finally been determined if adverse to Colorado County. 

 
4. Colorado County, its employees and agents will, at no time, be held liable for any 

damage or injury done to the property of Applicant whether in contract or in tort, which 
may result from improving and/or maintaining its county roads or right-of-ways. 

 
5. The Applicant must provide two (2) copies of drawings or diagrams showing proposed 

location of the utility, pipeline, communication line, electrical line, or telephone line 
(hereafter “utility”) with respect to right-of-way, type of installation or repair, size, 
length, material, and size of appurtenances, if any. 

 
6. The construction and maintenance by Applicant shall not interfere with a previously 

installed utility.   When necessary to remove or adjust another utility, a representative 
of that other utility shall be notified to decide the method and work to be done.  Any 
cost of temporarily or permanently relocating other utilities shall be borne by Applicant. 
 



7. If Applicant is installing a pipeline across a county road, the pipe shall be encased from 
right-of-way line to right-of-way line. Vents will be provided at each end where the 
length of casing is over 150 feet. All vents shall be placed outside county road right-of-
way. Readily identifiable and suitable markers shall be placed at the right-of-way line 
where it is crossed by the pipeline. 

 
8. If Applicant is installing a pipeline along the county road right-of-way it shall be located 

as close as possible to the right-of-way line as specified by the Precinct Commissioner. 
Readily identifiable and suitable markers shall be placed along the pipeline every 1,000 
feet. 

 
9. Applicant agrees to haul heavy loads or equipment to the work site along routes 

designated by the Commissioner of the Precinct in which such roads are located and 
Applicant, further, agrees to reimburse the County for any and all damages to roads and 
bridges in Colorado County from the movement of said loads or equipment within 30 
days of receipt of County’s notice of damages. 

 
10. The Applicant shall make every effort to open and close all trenching operations during 

the daylight hours of one day.  Appropriate measures shall be followed in the interest of 
safety, traffic convenience and access to adjacent property for all trenching operations.  
It shall be the responsibility of the Applicant to adhere to the section on construction 
and maintenance as outlined in the Texas Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices. 

 
11. All lines, where practicable, shall be located to cross roadbed at an approximate right 

angle.  No lines are to be installed under or within 50 feet of either end of any bridge.  
No lines shall be placed in any culvert or within 10 feet of the closest point of same. 

 
12. Parallel lines will be installed as near to the right-of-way line as possible, and no parallel 

line will be installed in the roadbed or between the drainage ditch and the roadbed 
without special permission of the Precinct Commissioner. 

 
13. No work shall be performed in the County right-of-way until after a permit has been 

issued by the County.  Each permit will be valid for a period of 180 days. If construction 
has not been completed within this period, a new permit must be obtained.   
 

14. The Applicant or its Contractor shall have a copy of the executed Application, 
Agreement and Permit available on the job site during the duration of the work. 

 
15. All lines shall be buried at least forty (40) inches below the lowest point of the roads, 

ditches, creeks or borrow pits. 
 

16. All open cut excavations of a county road shall be no greater in width than is necessary 
to adequately install the utility line.  

 



17. Operations along roadways shall be performed in such a manner that all excavated 
material be kept off the pavement at all times, as well as all operating equipment and 
materials.  No equipment or installation procedures will be used which will damage any 
road surface or structures.  The cost of any repairs to road surface, roadbed, structures, 
or other right-of-way features as a direct result of this installation will be borne by the 
Applicant.  

  
18. Upon completion of the project, all equipment, construction material, surplus materials, 

trash, broken concrete, lumber, etc. shall be removed from the construction site.  The 
entire construction site shall be graded and cleaned to present the appearance as it was 
prior to construction or better. 

 
19. For utility lines crossing under a County road or private entrance, Contractor shall be 

required to drill, core, or bore through the sub-grade at a depth to be determined by the 
Precinct Commissioner.  If, however, such procedure is deemed impractical by reason of 
rock, utilities, underground construction or terrain, special permission shall be obtained 
from the Precinct Commissioner before an open road cut will be allowed.  If approved, 
trenching, backfilling, and resurfacing of the cut shall be done in accordance with the 
procedures outlined in this Agreement.  The Applicant shall be responsible for all paving 
repair for a period of one year after completion. 

 
20. Backfill requirements for all open cut excavation and trenches shall be as follows: 

i. Areas not subject to or influenced by vehicular traffic- the trench backfill 
shall be placed in layers not more than ten inches (10”) in depth, and 
shall be compacted by whatever means the Contractor chooses. 

ii. Areas subject to or influenced by vehicular traffic- the trench backfill shall 
be mechanically compacted in six-inch (6”) lifts to a minimum of ninety 
percent (90%) modified proctor density. 

1. Dirt Roads- Backfill shall be well tamped in six inch (6”) layers to a 
point nine inches (9”) below the surface of the road, after which 
one-foot (1’) of good gravel shall be tamped until level with the 
existing surface. 

2. Gravel Roads and Streets- Backfill shall be well tamped in six inch 
(6”) layers to a point nine inches (9”) below the surface of the 
road after which one foot (1’) of good gravel shall be tamped until 
level with the existing surface. 

3. Asphalt Roads- Backfill materials shall be selected mineral 
aggregate and cement in proportions of 27 to 1, properly 
compacted (tamped to proper density of 90%) to within two 
inches (2”) of road surface.   Asphaltic concrete must then be 
added and tamped or rolled to make a level surface with existing 
road surface. 
 



21. The Applicant shall not cut or open more than one-half of the roadway at a time, in 
order to maintain the flow of traffic at all times.  However, in an emergency or with the 
permission of the Precinct Commissioner, the total width of the roadway may be cut or 
opened, provided barricades are placed at the first intersection each way from the cut, 
and suitable detour signs are erected. 
 

22. All of the above work shall be done under the direction of, and be satisfactory to, the 
Precinct Commissioner.  The holder of the permit shall notify the Precinct Commissioner 
twenty-four (24) hours prior to the time the work will be done, to allow the Precinct 
Commissioner to be present at the time the work is done.  This will in no way relieve the 
Applicant from its responsibility for maintenance due to failure of the repaired cut. 

 
23. Failure to Comply with Specifications: If an opening or cut in the county right-of-way is 

not refilled and restored as herein provided, the County will notify the Applicant in 
writing to refill and restore the opening to the satisfaction of the Precinct 
Commissioner.  If the Applicant fails to comply with the written request within ninety 
(90) days after receipt of such notice, the County is authorized to disable or remove the 
utility from the right-of-way and Applicant will pay for any expenses for the refilling and 
restoration within thirty (30) days after notice of the amount by County. Failure to refill, 
restore, or pay will authorize the County to collect using the Performance Bond. No 
further permits shall be issued to such Applicant until these costs have been paid. 
 

24. An opening or cut in a county road that is not refilled and restored within 24 hours 
following verbal notice to applicant by Precinct Commissioner will be repaired by County 
and Applicant will be billed for the cost of repairs. Failure to pay this bill will authorize 
County to collect the bill using the Performance Bond. 

 
25. In the event that the Applicant or its successor(s) abandons the utility, Applicant shall 

give written notice to the Colorado County Judge, P.O. Box 236, Columbus, TX 78934. 
  

26. If the utility is abandoned or at the expiration of the use of said utility, Applicant will 
timely remove the utility from the county right of way. In the event said utility is not 
removed, ownership of the utility will vest in County. It is agreed that “timely removal” 
of said utility shall be within 120 days after said utility is abandoned or use expires.  

 
27. Applicant must post a performance bond in the amount of $2,500 per mile and $2500 

for each boring under a county road assuring the performance of said work in 
compliance with the terms of this contract and pay a permit, inspection and document 
review fee of $1,000 for the Oil & Gas industry and $100 for all other types of right-of-
way permits to Colorado County. 

 
28. Applicant shall obtain, at Applicant’s expense, and keep in effect during the term of this 

Agreement, Commercial General Liability Insurance covering bodily injury and property 



damage with minimum coverage of $1,000,000.00 per occurrence in a form satisfactory 
to the County. 
 

29. Applicant shall comply with and at all times abide by all applicable federal, state and 
local laws, rules and regulations. 

 
30. This permit only applies to Colorado County right-of ways.  Applicant acknowledges that 

this permit does not grant the right to trespass or damage non-right-of-way property 
owned by adjoining landowners, and Applicant accepts this permit subject to any and all 
rights of the adjoining landowners. 

 
 
 
_______________________________  ____________________________________ 
Date       Applicant 
 
 
Approved by Commissioners Court on the _____ day of _______________________, 20____. 
 
 
 
_______________________________  ____________________________________ 
Date       Colorado County Judge 
 



Permit 
 

Following approval by Commissioners Court, Colorado County hereby issues this 
permit for the work described in the attached Application which is to be 
performed in accordance with the provisions of the attached Agreement.  
 
 
_______________________________  ____________________________________ 
Date       Colorado County Judge



TEXAS STATUTORY PERFORMANCE BOND 

 

STATE OF TEXAS   } 

COUNTY OF _________________ }   BOND NUMBER ___________________ 

 

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: 

That _________________________________________________ (hereinafter called the Principal), as 
Principal and ___________________________________________, a corporation organized and existing 
under the laws of the State of ________________________, and whose principal office is located in the 
City of __________________________, and duly authorized to do business in the State of Texas 
(hereinafter called the Surety). 

As Surety, are held and firmly bound unto Colorado County, Texas (hereinafter called the County), in the 
penal sum of _____________________________________Dollars ($____________) for the payment of 
which sum well and truly to be made, we bind ourselves, our heirs, administrators, executors, 
successors and assigns, jointly and severally, by these presents. 

WHEREAS, the Principal has entered into a certain written contract with the County, dated the ____ day 
of ________________________, 20____, a copy of which is hereto attached and made a part hereof, for 
____________________________________________________________________________________. 

NOW THEREFORE, THE CONDITION OF THIS OBLIGATION IS SUCH that if the said Principal shall faithfully 
perform the work in accordance with the plans, specifications and contract documents, then this 
obligation shall be void; otherwise to remain in full force and effect. 

PROVIDED, HOWEVER, that this bond is executed pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 2253 of the 
Texas Government Code and all liabilities on this bond shall be determined in accordance with the 
provisions thereof to the same extent as if it were copied at length herein. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the said Principal and Surety have signed and sealed this instrument this ______ 
day of _____________________, 20 ______. 

        ________________________________ 

       By: ________________________________ 

        Principal   

WITNESS: 

___________________________________________ By: ________________________________ 

        Surety 

 



SUPERHEAVY OR OVERSIZE PERMIT BOND 
 

 
THE STATE OF TEXAS; 
 
COUNTY OF COLORADO:  KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: 
 
 That we, ___________________________________________________, of 
______________________________________________________________, as 
Principal, and _________________________________________________, a 
corporation duly licensed to do business in the State of Texas, as Surety, are held 
and firmly bound unto the County of Colorado, Texas in the penal sum of One 
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000.00) for the first mile and One Hundred 
Thousand Dollars ($100,000.00) each additional mile, to the payment of which, 
well and truly to be made, we hereby bind ourselves, our heirs, executors, 
administrators and assigns. 
 
 THE CONDITION OF THE ABOVE OBLIGATION IS SUCH, that the said 
Principal will make payment to the County of Colorado, Texas of and for any and 
all damages that may be sustained to any highway or bridge under the 
jurisdiction of the County of Colorado, Texas by virtue of the operation of any 
equipment by the said Principal, for which a permit is issued to operate under the 
provisions of Transportation Code, Section 623.018. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, if the said Principal shall pay to the County of 
Colorado, Texas any and all damages that may be sustained to any highway as 
above recited by virtue of the operation of any equipment under the provisions of 
the law referred to above during a period beginning with the date of this bond and 
ending ____________________, 2____, then this obligation to be null and void, 
otherwise to remain in full force and virtue of Law. 
 
 Dated this the  ____ day of _________________, 2_____. 
 
 
      _____________________________________ 
      Principal 
 
      By___________________________________ 
           Title 
 
      _____________________________________ 
                    Surety 
 
 
Countersigned 
 
By_________________________ By___________________________________ 
    Texas Resident Agent 
 
 
(12-12-16,  Commissioners Court Meeting)   




